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FOREWORD

The first meeting of the NATO Nuclear Planning Group (NPG) was held in Washington D.C. 
from 6th to 7th April 1967.  President Lyndon B. Johnson hosted Defence Ministers and other 
representatives from Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Turkey 
and the United Kingdom, as well as the United States.  At the time, NPG membership was 
on a rotating basis, and the Group served as a form of executive committee for the Nuclear 
Defence Affairs Committee which was open to all Allies.

NATO membership has grown in the last 50 years, and we are delighted now to welcome 
Montenegro into our Alliance, and to the Nuclear Planning Group.  Over those 50 years our 
core values and goals have not changed, and NATO’s commitment to sharing the risks and 
responsibilities of remaining a nuclear Alliance has endured.  NATO will remain a nuclear 
alliance as long as nuclear weapons exist, and the Nuclear Planning Group will continue to 
work to support the fundamental purpose of NATO’s nuclear capability in preserving peace, 
preventing coercion and deterring aggression. The clear focus is to ensure that NATO’s 
nuclear deterrent remains safe, secure and effective.  

We can also reflect that, over the past 50 years, we have greatly reduced our reliance on 
nuclear weapons in NATO strategy and made very substantial reductions in both the types 
and overall numbers of nuclear weapons, not least those deployed in Europe and on behalf of 
NATO.  The Nuclear Planning Group has played an indispensable role in this regard. In 1971 
we had eleven nuclear systems deployed in Europe; today we have just one.  The Alliance 
continues to work towards making further reductions on the basis of reciprocity and creating 
the conditions for a world without nuclear weapons based on the principle of undiminished 
security for all and taking into account the prevailing international security environment.

We can look back with pride on our achievements in the last 50 years, even as we look 
forward with optimism to maintaining the security of our nations and promoting the peace, 
freedom and shared values which united those who attended the very first Nuclear Planning 
Group meeting in Washington.

Jens Stoltenberg
NATO Secretary General
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INTRODUCTION

The first meeting of NATO’s Nuclear Planning Group (NPG) on the 6th and 7th of April, 1967 
marks an important date in the history of the Alliance. This meeting, held in Washington, D.C. at 
the level of NATO Defence Ministers, represented the culmination of a long diplomatic process 
towards a significant turning point in the politics of Alliance nuclear policy-making. Since its 
inception, NATO has provided an institutional link by which the nuclear guarantee of the United 
States and the United Kingdom to Western Europe has been maintained. The issue of the 
sharing of nuclear control in NATO thus became especially important for the Alliance in the 
1960s when discussion revolved around the command, control and communication of nuclear 
forces as part of NATO’s new strategic concept of flexible response. With the establishment 
of the NPG, the Alliance acquired a new set of consultative machinery. It provided a means 
by which issues of nuclear planning and doctrine could be isolated for consultation, as well as 
creating the institutional arrangements in which these consultations could take place. For the 
past 50 years, the NPG has served successfully as the nuclear consultative body that voices 
the interests and aspirations of all the Allies in influencing the nuclear policy of the Alliance.

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the NPG, the NATO Archives 
presents a selection of declassified and publicly disclosed NATO documents, press releases, 
communiqués and photographs to offer a glimpse into the discussions, the debates, and the 
public diplomacy that helped structure and pave the way towards that first historic Washington 
meeting. Presented in chronological order, these documents highlight the gradual evolution of the 
high-level political process away from debates about nuclear sharing based on Allied ownership 
and control of nuclear forces, and more toward a consultative approach to nuclear policy.

I hope that this collection provides readers with some insight and appreciation into the NPG in 
the context of its own creation. Those wishing to dive deeper into the subject will be pleased 
to know that NATO documents related to nuclear planning that are older than 50 years are 
now eligible for declassification and public disclosure review. 

  

Ineke Deserno
NATO Archivist

Special thanks to the National Archives and Records Administration in Washington, D.C. and the Lyndon B. 
Johnson Presidential Library who provided some key documents and photographs for this collection.
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TOWARDS A NATO NUCLEAR DEFENCE POLICY

AND

THE 1962 ATHENS MINISTERIAL MEETING

1

In April 1962 NATO Secretary General Dirk Stikker submitted his Special Report on NATO 
Defence Policy to the North Atlantic Council. One of the highlights of his Defence Policy were 
the dominant themes of the control and sharing of nuclear forces within the Alliance.

The issue of the sharing of nuclear control in NATO became important for the Alliance at a 
time when new weapons were being deployed as NATO shifted to a new strategic concept 
of flexible response. 

Stikker’s Defence Policy would be discussed at the meeting of Alliance Foreign and Defence 
Ministers in Athens in May 1962. The guidelines that emerged from these discussions 
became NATO’s first initiatives to create consensus on nuclear policy.
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Dirk Stikker, NATO Secretary General 1961-1964
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Meeting of Alliance Foreign and Defence Ministers, Athens, Greece  4-6th May 1962
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N A T O

Place du Maréchal de Lattre de Tasslqny. PARIS. XVI - Téléphone : KLEber 50-20

P r e s s  R e l e a s e  M l ( 6 2 )U F o r  immediate  d i s t r i b u t i o n
btj i  f lay ,  1962'

F I NAL COMMUNIQUE

The r e g u l a r  S p r i n g  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e s s i o n  o f  th e  NATO C o u n c i l  
was h e l d  i n  A t h e n s  from Uth -  6 t h  May, 1 9 6 2 . The m e e t i n g  was 
a t t e n d e d  'by th e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  o f  member c o u n t r i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  b y  
th e  D e f e n c e  M i n i s t e r s ,  who had met s e p a r a t e l y  on 3 r d  May.

2 , I n  t h e i r  r e v i e w  o f  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l '  s i t u a t i o n ,  M i n i s t e r s  
d i s c u s s e d  d isarm am e n t ,  and the p rob lem  o f  Germany and B e r l i n .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  v a r i o u s  s t a t e m e n t s  were made b y  M i n i s t e r s  on m a t t e r s  o f  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  to t he i r  c o u n t r i e s .

3 . I n  r e v i e w i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a t  t h e  G eneva C o n f e r e n c e ,  th e  
C o u n c i l  r e a f f i r m e d  t h a t  g e n e r a l  and com p le te  disarm am ent u n d er  
e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  i s  th e  b e s t  means o f  e n s u r i n g  
l a s t i n g  p e a c e  and s e c u r i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  the w o r l d .  Th e y  n o t e d  w i t h  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  the  p o s i t i o n  t a k e n  b y  the W e s t e r n  Powers  i n  G eneva i n  
o r d e r  to a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l ,  and e m p h a s ise d  th e  im p o r t a n c e  and 
u r g e n c y  o f  r e a c h i n g  a g re e m e n t .

4 * The C o u n c i l  examined the  B e r l i n  q u e s t i o n  i n  the  l i g h t  o f  
th e  b a s i c  commitme n t s  o f  NATO i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  They t o o k  n o t e  o f  
th e  most r e c e n t  develorj.ments i n  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  e x p l o r a t o r y  t a l k s  were t a k i n g  p l a c e  w i t h  the S o v i e t  Union.
They t o o k  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to  r e a f f i r m  t h e i r  a t t a c h m e n t  to  the 
p r i n c i p l e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e i r  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  l o t h  December,  1 9 5 8 , ’ 
on B e r l i n .

.5 . The C o u n c i l  n o t e d  the p r o g r e s s  w h ic h  h a s  be en  made i n  the  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  c l o s e r  c o - o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  member c o u n t r i e s  i n  the  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  A l l i a n c e ’ o d e f e n c e  p o l i c y .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  
M i n i s t e r s  welcomed th e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h a t  i t  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  make a v a i l a b l e  f o r  th e  A l l i a n c e  th e  n u c l e a r  
weapons n e c e s s a r y  f o r  NATO d e f e n c e , c o n c e r t i n g  w i t h  i t s  a l l i e s  on 
b a s i c  p l a n s  and a r r a n g e m e n t s  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e s e  weapons. I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  b o t h  th e  Un i t e d  Kingdom and t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Government's 
ha v e  g i v e n  f i r m  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  t h e i r  s t r a t e g i c  f o r c e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  p r o v i d e  d e f e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h r e a t s  to  th e  A l l i a n c e  beyond the  
c a p a b i l i t y  o f  NATO-commi t t e d  f o r c e s  to  d e a l  w i t h .

6 . So t h a t  a l l  member s t a t e s  may p l a y  t h e i r  f u l l  p a r t  i n  - 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  on n u c l e a r  d e f e n c e  p o l i c y ,  i t  h a s  be en  d e c i d e d  t o  s e t  
up s p e c i a l  p r o c e d u r e s  w h ich  w i l l  e n a b l e  a l l  members o f  t h e  A l l i a n c e  
to  ex ch a n g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  r ô l e  o f  n u c l e a r  weapons i n  
NATO d e f e n c e .
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7 . The p u r p o s e  o f  NATO i s  d e f e n c e ,  and i t  must be c l e a r  t h a t  
i n  c a s e  o f  a t t a c k  i t  w i l .l d e f e n d i t s  members b y  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  . 
means. The C o u n c i l  h a s  r e v i e w e d  t h e  a c x i o n  t h a t  would be n e c e s s a r y  
on the p a r t  o f  member cou n t r i e s ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y  and i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  
i n  th e  v a r i o u s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  which th e  A l l i a n c e  m ig h t  be 
c o m p e l l e d  to  have  r e c o u r s e  t o i t s  n u c l e a r  d e f e n c e s ,

8 . The C o u n c i l  n o t e d the  p r o g r e s s  m ale  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  
t w e l v e  mo n t h s  i n  the  d e f e n c e  e f f o r t  o f  the A l l i a n c e  and, i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  the  q u a n t  i  t  i  a t  i  vo and q u a l i t a t i v e  im provements  
b r o u g h t  a b o u t  i n  th e  NATO a s s i g n e d  or  earm arked  f o r c e s  o f  member 
c o u n t r i e s .  M i n i s t e r s noted, w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
comm i tme n t s  of' P o l a r i s '  subma r i n e s  to  NATO.- ■ `

9 . The C o u n c i l  i s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  A l l i a n c e  i s  to  
m eet  the  f u l l  r a n g e  c f  t hr e a t s  to  i t s  s e c u r i t y ,  th e  b a l a n c e  
b e tw e e n  the c o n v e n t ion a l  and n u c l e a r  f o r c e s  must  be the  s u b j e c t  
o f  c o n t i n u  ou s exam in at ion . ,  The c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  member c o u n t r i e s  
to w a r d s  b a l a n c e d  f o r c e s  f o r  NATO d e f e n c e  d u r i n g  th e  coming y e a r s  
i s  bo be examined, w i t h i n  th e  fram ework o f  t h e  T r i e n n i a l  R e vie w  
p r o c e d u r e  w h ich  i s  a l r e a d y  u n d e r  way* The Co u n c i l  e x p e c t s  to
consi  d e r  a r e p o r t  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n  a t  i t s  n e x t  m a t i n g  i n  December.

! 0 „ A t  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  m e e t i n g  on 3 r d  May, th e  D e f e n c e  
M i n i s t e r s  d i s c u s s e d  and ap prove d  a r e p o r t  from t h e  Armaments • • • 
Committee which  r e v i e w e d  p r o g r e s s  made s i n c e  t h e i r  m e e t i n g  i n  
A p r i l  I 9 6 0  i n  s h a r i n g  the  b u r d e n  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  d e v e lo p m e n t  and 
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  e q u ip m en t ,  and made a number o f  
reco m m en d a t io n s  f o r  i m p r o v in g  t h i s  c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  W h i le  t h e r e  
had b e e n  c e r t a i n  i n i t i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  M i n i s t e r s  a g r e e d  t h a t  the  
programme o f  c o - o p e r a t i v e  p r o j e c t s  l a u n c h e d  a t  t h a t  t im e had 
made a s u c c e s s f u l  s l a r i a  F u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  should, now be made to  
b u i l d  on t h i s  f o u n d a t i o n .  To o b t a i n  s p e e d i e r  r e s u l t s  from t h i s  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  M i n i s t e r s d e c i d e d  to  s e t  up a h i g h - l e v e l  group to 
examine t h e  e x i s t i n g  m a c h i n e r y ;  and t o  make recom m endations  to 
th e  M i n i s t e r i a l  M e e t i n g  i n  December ' a a  f o r  any improvements  
n e c e s s a r y  to  a c h i e v e  a g re e m e n t  on f u t u r e  m i l i t a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
and a b e t t e r  c c - o r d i n a t i o n  o f  the  r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  A l l i a n c e ,  
M e a n w h i le ,  s p e c i a l  e f f o r t s  would be ma-1 ; to  ta k e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n s  
or p r o j e c t s  r i p e  f o r  j o i n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .

I l ,  The C o u n c i l  reviewed, th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h i n  th e  A l l i a n c e .  I t  n o t e d  th e  s t e a d y  and

n e o u r a g i n g  p r o g r e s s  made o v e r  th e  p a s t  t w e l v e  months i n  d e e p e n in g  
.and e x t e n d i n g  the  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,

1 2 « The C o u n c i l  had b e f o r e  i t  a d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  the work 
o f  th e  A l l i a n c e  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n .  They 
d i s c u s s e d  th e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  f o s t e r i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c i e n t i f i c  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  p u t  f o r w a r d  b y  a group o f  em in en t  s c i e n t i s t s  
a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e  S e c r e t a r y  G en era l , ,  M i n i s t e r s  r e q u e s t e d  the  
C o u n c i l  i n  Permanent  S e s s i o n  to  c o n s i d e r  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  f u r t h e r  
`with a v i e w  to  m aking  reco m m en d a t io n s  to  member g o v e rn m e n ts .
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1 3 . M i n i s t e r s  n o t e d  t h a t  th e  Co u n c i l  i n  Permanent  S e s s i o n  
had d i s c u s s e d  a r e p o r t  b y  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t a f f  on Communist 
b l o c  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  th e  econom ic  f i e l d  i n  l e s s - d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s .  
I t  was c l e a r  from t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  by f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  
o f  th e  a i d  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e s e  coun t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  to  be t h a t  
c o n t r i b u t e d  by  th e  eco n omi c a l l y  most  ad v a n ce d  c o u n t r i e s  o f  the 
F r e e  W orld ,  and t h a t  th e  a i d  e x t e n d e d  b y  t h e  Communist b l o c  was 
n o t  o n l y  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s m a l l e r  t h a n  the  a s s i s t a n c e  c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  
th e  F r e e  W orld ,  b u t  was a l s o  c l o s e l y  t i e d  to  p o l i t i c a l  p u r p o s e s .  
M i n i s t e r s  n o t e d  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  the  e f f o r t s  th e  F r e e  World i s  
making t o  h e l p  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  to  r a i s e  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d s  o f  
l i v i n g  w h i l e  f u l l y  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e i r  n a t i o na l  in d ep en d e n ce  and 
fre e d o m ,  and e m p h a s is e d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  and 
i n t e n s i f y i n g  t h e s e  e f f o r t s .

1 4 . M i n i s t e r s  gave  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  econom ic  
d e v e lo p m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  G r e e c e  and T u r k e y .  B e a r i n g  i n  mind 
the- c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  G r e e c e  and T u r k e y  to  th e  d e f e n c e  o f  th e  
A l l i a n c e  and t h e i r  c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t s  to  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e i r  economic  
d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  o r d e r  to  improve th e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  
p e o p l e s ,  M i n i s t e r s  r e c o g n i s e d  th e  n ee d  f o r  e x t e r n a l  a s s i s t a n c e
to t h e s e  two c o u n t r i e s .  W ith  a v i e w  t o  a c h i e v i n g  the common 
o b j e c t i v e s  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  t h e y  a g r e e d  t h a t  member g o vern m en ts  i n  
a p o s i t i o n  to  a s s i s t  G r e e c e  and T u r k e y  s h o u ld  examine u r g e n t l y  th e  
manner o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  i n  an a p p r o p r i a t e  forum, p o s s i b l y  w i t h  
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  and a p p r o p r i a t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
c o n s o r t i a  to  c o - o r d i n a t e  th e  m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  needed to  
e n s u r e  the  econom ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  G r e e c e  and T u r k e y  a t  a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  r a t e .  The M i n i s t e r s  a l s o  a g r e e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  a 
S t u d y  Group to c o n s i d e r  f u r t h e r  th e  s p e c i a l  d e f e n c e  p ro b lem s 
o f  G r e e c e .

1 5 .  The n e x t  M i n i s t e r i a l  M e e t i n g  o f  the  -North A t l a n t i c  
C o u n c i l  i s  s c h e d u l e d  to  be  h e l d  i n  P a r i s  i n  December, 1 9 6 2 ,
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Robert S. McNamara, United States Secretary of 
Defence, arrives in Athens for the NATO Ministerial 

Meetings on 4-6 May 1962.
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Manlio Brosio, NATO Secretary General 1964-1971
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THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

OF DEFENCE MINISTERS

2

In May 1965, United States Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara outlined in general 
terms a new way to deal with the nuclear sharing issue in NATO. He proposed the formation 
of a “Special” Committee of Defence Ministers to study ways to increase Allied participation 
in the determination of Alliance nuclear policy and in nuclear consultation.
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P R E S S  S E R V I C E

P la c e  du M arécha l de  L a ttre  de T a s s lq n y ,  PA R IS , XVI - T é lé p h o n e :  K L E b er 50-20

COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE (65) 18' EMBARGO : 12,00 heures (Paris) 
Lundi 22 novembre^ 965.

REUNION DU COMITE SPECIAL
Les Ministres de la Défense d ’un certain nombre de pays membres 

b e  l ’OTAN se réuniront en Comité Spécial à Paris le samedi 27 novembre 
n965, sous la présidence de M, Manlio Brosio, Secrétaire Général de l ’OTAN,

C ’est à la suite d ’une proposition formulée lors de la réunion 
des Ministres de la Défense des pays de l ’OTAN, qui s’est tenue les 31 mai 
et 1er juin 1 9 6 5, que ce Comité Spécial a été créé. Au cours de sa pro­
chaine session, il étudiera les moyens d ’améliorer les consultations et 
d ’étendre la participation des pays alliés en ce qui concerne 1 ’élabora
tion des plans nucléaires.

Le Comité Spécial présentera un premier rapport à la session 
ministérielle du Conseil de l ’Atlantique Nord qui doit se tenir à Paris 
du 14 au 1 6 décembre 1 965.

PRESS RELEASE (65) 18 EMBARGO : 12.00 hrs (Paris time)
Monday, 22nd November, 1965

MEETING OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE
A Special Committee of Defence Ministers of a number of NATO 

member countries will meet in Paris on Saturday, November 27th, 1965, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Manlio Brosio., the Secretary General of 
NATO.

This Special Committee has been set up in pursuance of a 
proposal made to the meeting of NATO Defence Ministers in Paris on 31 st 
May and 1st June, 1965, At its forthcoming meeting it will study ways 
of improving consultation and extending allied participation in nuclear 
planning.

The Special Committee will make an interim report to the 
meeting of the full North Atlantic Council at Ministerial level due to 
take place in Paris on December 1 l|th to 1 6th, 1 965•
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N A T O

S E R V I C E

: K L E b er 50-20

PRESS RELSASE(65)19 Paris, 27th November, 1965

SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF DEFENCE MINISTERS

. As previously announced a Special Committee of the
Defence Ministers of Belgium, Canada; Denmark, Germany, Greece, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the 
United States met in Paris on Saturday, November 27th, 1965, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Manlio Brosio, Secretary General 
of NATO „

Today's session of the Special Committee was largely 
devoted to reviewing existing nuclear capabilities and 
arrangements within the Alliance, means to improve allied 
consultation concerning the use of nuclear forces, including 
strategic forces, and ways of improving and extending allied 
participation in nuclear policy and planning. On the basis 
of these discussions the Defence Ministers established three 
working groups concerned with Communications, Data Exchange 
and Nuclear Planning under the guidance of a steering committee 
consisting of the Permanent Representatives of the participating 
countries.

The Special Committee will make an interim report to 
the meeting of the full North Atlantic Council at Ministerial 
level due to take place in Paris on December 14-th-16th, 1965, 
and has decided to meet again at the end of March I966.
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PRESS RELEASE 66/

-a ttre  de T a s s l p V ,  PA R IS , XVI - T

3

r e g i s t r y

P R E S S  S E R V I C E

à léphone  : K L E b er 50-20

’aris, lOth February, 19S6

SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF DEFENCE MINISTERS
The first meetings of two Working Groups established 

by 'the NATO Special Committee of Defence Ministers were held 
in Paris from February 7 through 9? Secretary General 
Manlio Brosio, Chairman of the Committee, announced today, A 
third Working Group, concerned with nuclear planning, will 
hold its first meeting in Washington, D.C., on February 17th 
and 18th. ’ `

The Working Group on Intelligence and Other Data 
Exchange met at NATO Headquarters on February 7th and 8th with 
Mr, JoP. Y/aterfield of the British Foreign Office in the chair. 
Member countries are Belgium, Canada, Greece, the 
United Kingdom and -the United States. .

Experts from Canada, Denmark, the Netherlands, the _ 
United Kingdom, and the United States took part in February 8th 
and 9th meetings of the Working Group on Communications.
General Willem den Toon of the Netherlands is Chairman.

A representative of the Secretary General was present 
at all meetings.

The three Sub-Groups work under the guidance of a 
steering committee consisting of the Permanent Representatives 
of the' participating countries. Their recommendations will 
be submitted to the Special Committee of Defence Ministers, 
which will, in turn, report to the North Atlantic Council, as 
it did during the Ministerial session in December, 1965.

Note: Member countries of the Nuclear Planning Committee are. 
Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Turkey,
United Kingdom, United States.
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PRESS RELEASE (66) 5 EMBARGO : ig.OOfParis Time')
20th April, 1966

NATO SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF DEFENSE MIN ISTERS 
(Nev/s Release concerning Second Meeting of Working Group III)

The second meeting of the Working Group for Nuclear Planning 
of NATO’s Special Committee of Defense Ministers will be held in London 
on April 28 and 29, Defense Ministers attending will be Kai-Uwe von 
Hassel, Germany; Roberto Tremelloni, Italy; Ahmet Topaloglu, Turkey; 
Denis Healey, United Kingdom; and Robert S, McNamara, United States, 
who will serve as Chairman. Manlio Brosio, the Secretary General of 
NATO, also will attend. The Working Group is studying ways of improving 
and extending allied participation in the planning for nuclear forces . 
in the defense of NATO,

The first meeting of the Nuclear Planning Working Group, held 
in February, was devoted to questions concerning planning w ith regard 
to strategic nuclear weapons.

S  '

Two other Working Groups have been meeting regularly at NATO 
headquarters in Paris to discuss the work programs assigned to them 
and have made substantial progress.

In the forthcoming meeting the Ministers will address them
selves to a consideration of various aspects of tactical nuclear weapons.

The Working Group on Planning, as well as the others, will in 
due course submit their recommendations to the Special Committee of 
Defense Ministers which in turn will report to the North Atlantic 
Council.
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N A T O

SERVI CE

: K L E b er 50-20

PRESS RELEASE (6 6 ) 9 For immediate release
ParTs7 "T5'th September 1 966

WORKING GROUP III ROME MEET ING

The fourth meeting of the Working Group for Nuclear Planning 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization^ Special Committee of 
Defence Ministers will be held in Rome on September 2 3 rd» Defence 
Ministers who are members of the Working Group and who will attend 
are :

Kai Uwe von Hassel, Germany
Roberto Tremelloni Italy
Ahmet Topaloglu, Turkey .
Denis Healey, United Kingdom
and Robert S= McNamara, United States, who will serve

as Chairman,

Manlio Brosio, the Secretary General of NATO, will also attend,,
The Working Group is studying ways of improving and extending Allied 
participation in the planning for nuclear forces in the defence of 
NATO o

The Defence Ministers of the Nuclear Planning Working Group met 
at Washington in February, at L ondon in April, and at Paris in July 
to discuss planning with regard to strategic an d tactical nuclear 
weapons, and organizational and procedural matters related to nuclear 
planning.

In the forthcoming meeting the Ministers will focus their attention 
on proposals to strengthen organizational and procedural arrangements 
to permit more effective Allied participation in the nuclear affairs of 
the Alliance, with a view toward submitting their findings and recom­
mendations to the Special Committee at an early date„
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O T A N
REGISTRY  j  q

SERVICE DE PRESSE | PRESS SERVI CE

P la c e  du M arécha l de  L a ttre  de T a s s lg n y .  PA R IS , XVI - T é lé p h o n e  : K L E b er 50-20

Rome, 23rd September,1966 

NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP OF DEFENCE MINISTERS

The Nuclèiar Planhing Group of Defence Ministers issued the 
following communiqué aftep their meeting in Rome, September 23rd 2

1 "The D efense Ministers of Nuclear Planning Yv'orking Gr oup
today devoted their fourth meeting to consideration of modifications 
in organization and. of procedures and guidelines to bring about more 
effective allied participation in nuclear planning. As a result of 
today’s discussions,, the Ministers recommended to the Special 1 
Committee a framework of permanent arrangements' for Nuclear Planning 
in NATO, It is hoped that the Special Committee will consider these 
recommendations before the North Atlantic Council Ministerial meeting 
in December and decide on further action. Defense Ministers in 
attendance were Kai Uwe von Hassel, Germany; Roberto Tremelloni,
Italy; Ahmet Topaloglu, Turkey; Denis Healey, United Kingdom; • and 
Robert S. McNamara, United States, who served as Chairman, Mr, Manlio 
Brosio, Secretary General of N/:TO, also attended. Previous meetings 
of the Nuclear Planning Working Group have dealt with various aspects 
of planning associated with strategic nuclear forces, tactical 
nuclear forces, as well as organizational questions".
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¥ N A T O

Pk»oe du M.r4olw) de Lattre de TtMfgay» PARIS, XVI • Télôpboo© : KLEber S0-3f

. E-RES S ̂ BELEA SE M3 (.6.6 ) 3 For immediate release 
16th December, 19&o

FINAL COMMUNIQUE

Ministers of member governments o f .the Atlantic Alliance 
have met in Paris.

2 . The North Atlantic Council, meeting on 15th and 
16th December, reaffirmed the purposes and principles of the 
Alliance, and their resolve to ensure stability and v/ell-being in 
the North Atlantic area, and to unite their efforts for the 
preservation of peace and security for their peoples.

3. The Alliance has demonstrated its value by successfully 
averting threats to peace and safeguarding the security of the 
Atlantic area. By its defensive strength including its effective 
means of deterrence, as well as by maintaining its solidarity, the 
Alliance has produced the basis for the present marked reduction of 
tension in Europe. This basis remains essential for the security 
of the Alliance and for progress-towards a peaceful solution of 
outstanding problems, including the problem of Germany.

m
4. The Council 

the Declaration by
associated itself with the 
the Governments of France,

views expressed 
the Federal

Republic of Germany, th _
appears as an Annex to this Communique, 
i the Council stands by its declaration of

United Kingdom and the United States which 
' With regard t.o Eerlin,

16th December, 1953.
5. Ministers agreed on the need for continued efforts to 

achieve a peaceful solution of the German problem to meet the 
German people’s fundamental right to reunification. So long as 
Germany continues to be divided there cannot be a genuine and 
stable settlement in Europe. The peaceful progress of Europe raust 
proceed from reciprocal confidence and trust, which will take time 
to grow from sustained policies of co-operative effort and bettor 
understanding on. both sides. It means especially removing barriers 
to freer and more friendly reciprocal 
of different social and economic systetis.

îxchanges between countries
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6. For their part, the members of the Atlantic Alliance have 
confirmed their intention to continue their efforts to secure better 
relations with the Soviet Union and the states of Eastern Europe in 
the political, economic, social, scientific and cultural fields. 
Ministers examined the report on East/West relations prepared in 
accordance with the instructions given at the last Ministerial 
meeting in June 1966 . They welcomed the wide range of suggestions 
in the report and emphasised their willingness to explore yays of 
developing co-operation with the Soviet Union and the states of 
Eastern Europe in tasks of interest and benefit to all conoerned.
They, moreover, noted that contacts, conversations and.-agreements 
have recently increased. In the field of East/West relations, there 
are clearly different approaches which can be adopted, whether, 
between individual countries or in a wider international framework,

7. Ministers welcomed the approval by the United Nations / 
Outer Space Committee of a draft treaty on the peaceful use of outer 
space. Encouraged by this, they affirmed their determination to 
continue to consult actively on problems of disarmament, to keep 
under review the progress of international discussions on measures 
to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons, and to seek agree
ment on satisfactory arms control measures which might contribute
to the improvement of European security and the relaxation of 
tension. In so doing, they hoped to bring about conditions which w  
could permit a gradual and balanced revision in force levels on both 
sides. At the same time, they reaffirmed their conviction that no 
acceptable permanent solution to the question of European security 
is possible without agreement on the most critical political problems.

8. Turning to economic questions, Ministers noted that the 
gap between the most advanced and the less-developed countries had 
widened further. They reaffirmed that all advanced countries, 
whatever their economic systems, had a responsibility to offer 
assistance to developing countries.

9. Ministers expressed the hope that the present multilateral 
tariff negotiations (Kennedy Round) would be carried to a successful 
conclusion and would promote the expansion of trade to the greater 
benefit of all. They also attached great importance to the , 
initiatives designed to overcome the existence of two trading aréas 
in Western Europe and to facilitate technical co-operation between 
the European countries concerned.

10. On the initiative of the Italian Government there was an, 
exchange of views on questions arising out of the uneven technological 
development of different countries. Ministers, after stressing the 
importance and complexity of this problem, invited the Permanent 
Representatives to study the procedure which might be followed for 
further examination and implementation of, the Italian proposals, and 
to report their findings to the Spring Ministerial meeting. A 
Resolution on this subject was adopted and is attached.

- 2 -
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11. The C o u n c i l  r e a f f i r m e d  the i m p o r t a n c e  o c o n t i n u i n g  to 
a s sist Greece, and T u r k e y  w i t h i n  the f r a m e w o r k  of tho A l l i a n c e  in 
order to m a i n t a i n  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the 
common defence. Recommending.'wide p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the aid 
programme, the C o u n c i l  a g r e e d  that this p r o g r a m m e  should be e x t e n d e d  . 
to c o v e r  the p e r i o d  1966-^1970. ,

12. M i n i s t e r s  took note of the S e c r e t a r y  G e n e ral's r e p o r t  on 
h i s  " W a t c h i n g .B r i e f " c o n c e r n i n g  G r e e k - T u r k i s h  r e l a tions and ' 
r e a f f i r m e d  t h e i r  support for the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of his a c t i v i t i e s  in 
this resnoct. _ T h e y  e x p r e s s e d  t h o i r  f i r m  h o p e  that the c o n t i n u i n g  
e x c h anges of v iews between T u r k e y  and G r e e c e  on the Cyprus q u e stion 
and on G r e e k - T u r k i s h  r e l a t i o n s  w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  to b r i n g i n g  abo ut 
p o s i t i v e  results. T h e y  r e i t e r a t e d  t h o i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of the 
p r e sence of the U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  Force in C yprus and the h o p e  that
an i m p r o v e m e n t  in the situation in the i s l a n d  w o u l d  bo achieved.
T h e y  s t r e s s e d  that, no action sh ould be taken w h i c h  could w o r s e n  
the s i t u a t i o n  in t h e’island and i n c r e a s e  the tension. • '

13. On the p r o p o s a l  of the -Belgian G o v e r n m e n t  and r e c a l l i n g  
the i n i t i a t i v e  taken b y  C a n a d a  in D e c e m b e r  1964, the C o u n c i l  
r e s o l v e d  to u n d e r t a k e  a b r o a d  a n a l y s i s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  
since tho s i g n i n g  of the N o r t h  Atlantic' T r e a t y  in 1949« Its : 
p u r p o s e  -would bo to d e t e r m i n e  the' i n f l u e n c e  of sUch d e v e l o p m e n t s
on tho A l l i a n c e  and to i d e n t i f y  the tasks w h i c h  lie b e f o r e  it,, in 
order to s t r e n g t h e n  tho A l l i a n c e  as a f a c t o r  for a d u r a b l e  peace.
A  R e s o l u t i o n  on this s u bject was a d o p t e d  end is attached.. ;

14. M i n i s t e r s  a p p r o v e d  a r e p o r t  on Civil E m e r g e n c y  P l a nning. 
T h e y  n o t e d  that a - r e a p p r a i s a l  of these a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  N A T O  had 
been c o m p l e t e d  and t h e y  r e a f f i r m e d  the i m p o r t a n c e  of s u c h  p l a n n i n g  
for the p r o t e c t i o n  of civil p o p u l a t i o n s  and in the s u p p o r t  of 
overall defence.

15. M i n i s t e r s  m o t  as the D e f e n c e  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e  on 
1 4 t h  December,- 1966. As a  f u r t h e r  step in the p r ocess i n i t i a t e d  
at A t h e n s  in 1962, t h e y  a p p r o v e d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  
n u c l e a r  p l a n n i n g  and c o n s u l t a t i o n ,-s u b m i t t e d  b y  the S p e c i a l  . 
C o m m i t t e e  of D e f e n c e  Ministers. They, a g r e e d  to establ i s h a i n  
N A T O  two p e r m a n e n t  bodies for n u c l e a r  p l a n n i n g  - a p o l i c y  b o d y  
ca l l e d  - the N u c l e a r  D e f e n c e  A f f a i r s  Commit tee, open to all NATO, 
countries, en d ,  s u b o r d i n a t e  to it, a N u c l e a r  P l a n n i n g  G r o u p  of 
seven m e m b e r s  w h i c h  w i l l  h a n d l e  the d e t a i l e d  work.

- 3 -
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16, To i m prove the ability of N A TO to. engage in timely 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  in the event of crisis, Ministers approved the 
develo p m e n t  of n e w  arrangements for the rapid exchange and the 
more effective u s e  of relevant information and data. To 
facilitate such exchange of data, Ministers approved in principle 
the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  of a n e w  NATO-wide communications scheme 
a l o n g  the lines recom m e n d e d  b y  the Special Committee. They also 
examined a r e p o r t  from the Special Committee on p o s s i b l e 'improved 
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  consultation. They agreed that f u rther studies 
and p l a n n i n g  in this important area should be undertaken, and 
r e q u e s t e d  the S e c r e t a r y  General and Permanent Representatives to 
c o n sider h o w  this w o r k  could most u s e f u l l y  be carried forward.
The Special Committee, set up in June 1965» has n o w  completed 
its task.

17. M i n i s t e r s  r eviewed reports on the present status of 
N A T O ' s  m i l i t a r y  effort and noted the force commitments "undertaken 
h y  g overnments f o r  1967 u n d e r  the NATO Force P l a n  adopted by 
Defence M i n i s t e r s  in J u l y  1966.

13. A f t e r  a comprehensive review of questions of strategy, 
force requirements, and resources, in the course of w h i c h  they 
d i s c u s s e d  the m i l i t a r y  capabilities and intentions of the 
Soviet Union, M i n i s t e r s  considered the political, strategic., 
and economic g u i d a n c e  to be given to the N A T O  M i l itary Authorities 
for their a p p r e c i a t i o n  of the m i l i t a r y  situation as it will 
affect NAT O tip to and i n c l uding 1975- They gave instructions for 
f u r t h e r  studies in these fields in the light of this discussion.

19. On the basis of the results of n u m e r o u s  studies . 
conducted since J u l y  1966, Ministers gave instructions for f u rther 
w o r k  to be carried out w i t h i n  the framework of the n e w  defence 
p l a n n i n g  r e v i e w  procedures due to be initiated in J a n u a r y  1967 for 
the r e g u l a r  p r o j e c t i o n  of NATO force p l a n n i n g  five years ahead.
This w o r k  w i l l  be directed, primarily, towards securing the best 
balanc e  of f o r c es  and the most effective use of the resources 
made available b y  N A T O  governments for defence.

20 M i n i s t e r s  underl i n e d  the importance of the defence of 
the flank r e g i o n s  of the N orth Atlantic. T reaty a.rea and issued 
fu r t h e r  guidance r e g a r d i n g  the p r o v ision of external reinforcements 
in defence emergencies. They also gave instructions concerning 
the improvement of the local forces in the S o u t h-Eastern Region. 
Substantial p r o g r e s s  w a s  made towards agreement u p o n  the common 
f u n d i n g  of the exercises of the Allied Command Europe Mobile 
Force.
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21. M i n i s t e r s  a g r e ed to study w h e t h e r  a NATO satellite 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e  s h ould be e s t a b l i s h e d  w h i c h  w o u l d  
p r ov i d e  f o r  a c o - o p e r a t i v e  effort by m e m b e r  n a tions in the n e w  
and d e v e l o p i n g field of space t e c h n o l o g y  and its a p p l i c a t i o n  
to N A T O ' s  -vital c om m u n i c a t i o n s  needs. M e a n w h i l e ,  a n  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t  was a g r e e d  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a l i n k  
b e t w e e n  SHAPE at its n e w  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and A F S O UT H  at Naples.

22. France d i d  n o t  take part in the discussions 
r e f e r r e d  to in p a r a g r a p h s  15 to 21 a n d - d i d  not a s s o ciate 
h e r s e l f  w i t h  the c o r r e s p o n d i n g  decisions. ■

23. The Council d e c i d e d  that a n e w  p e r m a n e n t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
should be c o n s t r u c t e d  at the Heysc-1 in Brussels, and a n e w  
t e m p o r a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  at Evere, also in B r u s s e l s . The Council 
e x p r e s s e d  its g r a t i t u d e  to the B e l g i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  for h a v i n g  
m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  these two sites.

24. The r e g u l a r  S p r i n g  M i n i s t e r i a l  M e e t i n g  will be h e l d  in 
Lu x e m b o u r g  in 1967.

- 5 -
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A N N E X  A

D E C L A R A T I O N  O N  G E R M A N Y

. The F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  of France, Germany, the 
U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  and the U n i t e d  States m e t  on 14 th December, 1966, 
on the eve of the M i n i s t e r i a l  M e e t i n g s  of the N o r t h  Atl a n t ic  
A l liance, in P a r i s  i n  o rd e r  to d i s c u s s  the s i t u a t i o n  in Germany,

The m e e t i n g  took place e x a c t l y  eight y e a r s  a f t e r the 
four F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  h a d  m e t  in P a r i s  on 14th December, 1 9 5 8 , 
wh'éh'Föreign M i n i s t e r  BRANDT, t h e n  G o v e r n i n g  M a y o r  of Berlin, 
r e p o r t e d  on the s i t u a t i o n  of B erlin. The F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  
c o n f i r m e d  that their g o v e r n m e n t s  w o u l d  continue to be 
r e s p o n s i b l e  for the s e c u r i t y  and v i a b i l i t y  of a f r e e  Berlin.

The F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  of France, the U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  
and the U n i t e d  States t o o k  no t e  of the i n t e n t i o n  of the 
F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  of G e r m a n y  to d e v e l o p  human, economic and 
c u l tural c o n t a c t s  b e t w e e n  the two p arts of Germany. T hese 
co ntacts a i m  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  at a l l e v i a t i n g  the h u m a n  m i s e r y  
w h i c h  is a result of the p a r t i t i o n  of the G e r m a n  people. The 
three M i n i s t e r s  share the v i e w s  of the F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  and 
will s u p p o r t  these effort s  w i t h i n  the f r a m e w o r k  of the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c u m b e n t  on t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t s .

The M i n i s t e r s  r e - e m p h a s i s e d  that the s o l u t i o n  of the 
G e r m a n  q u e s t i o n  is one of the e s s e n t i a l  p r o b l e m s  in the 
r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  E a s t  and West. This s o l u t i o n  can o n l y  be 
a c h i e v e d  b y  p e a c e f u l  methods, on the basis of the r i g h t  of 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  and t h r o u g h  the c r e a t i o n  of an a t m o s p h e r e  
of d e t e n t e  on the continent, u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  g u a r a n t e e i n g  
the s e c u r i t y  of all countries.

-7-
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R E SO L U T I O N  O N  I N TE R N A T I O N AL  T E C H N O L O G I C A L  C O - O P E R A T I O N  
T Ä d o p t e d  by the C o u n c i l  o n  l(Tth D e c e m b e r  ,"'1966 )

The N O R T H  A T L A N T I C  COUNCIL:

R E C O G N I S I N G  the n e e d  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  p r o m o t i o n  of 
econo m i c  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h i n  the s pirit of A r t i c l e  2 of the 
N o r t h’ AtlDntilT'Tre^aty ;

H A V ING N O T E D  p r o p o s a l s  s u b m i t t e d  by the I t a l i a n  
G o v e r n m e n t  o n  5th O c t o b e r  and 7th December, 1966, the a d d i t i o n a l  
comments p r o v i d e d  to the Council by the I t a l i a n  M i n i s t e r  of 
F o r e i g n  Affairs, and the statem e n t s  of o t h e r  M i n i s t e r s  in'the 
course of the debate;

C O N V I N C E D  that it is i m p o r t a n t  that c o n s i d e r a t i o n  be 
g i v e n  to the I t a l i a n  p r o p o s a l s  so that meastires can be a p p l i e d  
as s o o n  as p o s s i b l e  to give r e n e w e d  i m petus to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  • 
c o - o p e r a t i o n  in the t e c h n o l o g i c a l  field; and to s u c h  other 
m e a s u r e s  as w ill serve to raise the g e n e r a l  l e v e l  of s c i e n t i f i c  
and t e c h n o l o g i c a l  achievement; '

R E C OM M ENDS that the C o u n c i l  in P e r m a n e n t  S e s s i o n  s tudy 
the p r o c e d u r e  w h i c h  m i g h t  be f o l l o w e d  for f u r t h e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  and 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the I t a l i a n  proposals, and r e p o r t  its f i n d i n g s  
to the S p r i n g  M i n i s t e r i a l  Meeting;

IN S T RUCTS the S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  to s u bmit s h ortly to 
the C o u n c i l  in P e r m a n e n t  Session, a r e p o r t  o n  the scientific 
and t e c h n ol o g i c a l  p r o g r a m m e s  a l r e a d y  'underway i n  N A T O  in v i e w  
of the c o n t r i b u t i o n s  these a c t i v i t i e s  can m a k e  t oward a r e d u c t i o n  
of t e c h n o l o g i c a l  disparities.
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RESOLU T I O N  OF THE N O R T H  A T L A N T I C  COUNCIL

' ' T h e ' COUNCIL, desirous of achie v i n g  the fundamental 
purposes of the N o r t h  Atlantic Treaty in the spirit of cohesion 
and solidarity b e t w e e n  the signatories of the Treaty:

CONSIDERS it essential to analyse the political events 
w h i c h  have o c curred since the Treaty was signed, wi t h  a v i e w  to 
ascer t a i n i n g  t h e i r  influence on international relations and on the 
Alliance itself;

Accordingly, the Council U N D E R T A K E S  to study the future 
tasks w h i c h  face the Alliance, and its proced u r e s  for f ulfilling 
them, in order to s t re n g t h e n the Alliance as a f a ctor for a durable 
peace. It will examine wa y s  of improving c o n sultation w i t h i n  the 
Alliance, i n c l u d i n g  the Eu r o pean m ember countries.

In ca r r y i n g  out this study at a h i g h  political level, the 
Council will U T I L I S E  the most appropriate possible procedures for 
fulfil l i n g  its mandate.

A  preliminary report will be examined at the Spring 1967 
Ministerial Meeting and the Ministerial Council at its meeting in 
December 1967 will draw the appropriate conclusions that emerge 
from the enquiry.
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THE FIRST MEETING 

OF THE NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP

3

The Nuclear Planning Group was founded in December 1966, when the Defence Planning 
Committee in Ministerial Session accepted the recommendation of the Special Committee 
of Defence Ministers to establish a consultative process on nuclear doctrine within NATO. 

The Nuclear Planning Group originally consisted of the Defence Ministers from seven NATO 
member countries: Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Turkey, 
the United Kingdom and the United States.

The following biographies of the Nuclear Planning Group Defence Ministers who attended 
the first meetings held in Washington D.C. on 6-7 April 1967 are presented as they originally 
appeared in the NATO Biographical Series prepared by the NATO Information Service (with the 
exception of Robert S. McNamara, whose entry in the series is missing from the collection).
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PRESS RELEASE (66) 15 Paris, 19th December, 1966

MEETING OF NUCLEAR DEFENCE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

The Nuclear Defence Affairs Committfee of the North Atlantic 
Council held its first meeting today and chose the following member 
nations to be represented on the Nuclear Planning Group for the 
period 1st January 196? until 30th June 1968 :

Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States.

Greece will take Turkey*s seat during the period at an 
appropriate moment. '

COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE (66) 15 Paris, le 19 décembre 1966

REUNION DU COMITE DES AFFAIRES DE DEFENSE NUCLEAIRE
Le Comité des Affaires de défense nucléaire du Conseil de 

l ’Atlantique Nord a tenu aujourd’hui sa première réunion, au cours 
de laquelle il a décidé que, pour la période du 1er janvier 1967 au 
30 juin 1968, le Groupe de Planification nucléaire serait composé de 
représentants des pays membres suivants :

Canada, République Fédérale d ’Allemagne, Italie, Pays-Bas, 
Turquie, Royaume-Uni et Etats-Unis.

Au cours de cette période, la Grèce succédera à la Turquie 
au moment opportun.
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SERVICE DE PRESSE , P RE S S  S E R V I C E

P la c e  du M arécha l de  L a ttre  de T a s s ig n y , P A R IS , XVI -  T é lé p h o n e  : K L E b er 50-20

PRESS RELEASE (6 7 ) 1 EMBARGO : 3.00 P.m.
Paris, 28th March. 1967

The NATO Nuclear Planning Group, consisting of the Defense 
Ministers of seven NATO countries, will meet at the Minister of Defense 
level in Washington on April 6-7» Ministers attending will be Paul 
Hellyer, Canada; Gerhard Schroeder, Germany; Roberto Tremelloni, Italy; 
Petrus de Jong, Netherlands; Ahmet Topaloglu, Turkey; Denis Healey, 
United Kingdom; and Robert S. McNamara, United States. NATO Secretary 
General Manlio Brosio will be chairman.

The Nuclear Planning Group is part of the permanent structure 
established by the North Atlantic Council at the Ministerial meeting in 
Éfcris last December to advise the Council on nuclear policy. At that 
time, the Council created a policy body called the Nuclear Defense Affairs 
Committee, open to all NATO countries and, subordinate to it, the seven- 
nation Nuclear Planning Group, which is responsible for handling the 
detailed work.

In the forthcoming meeting, the Ministers will consider various 
aspects of strategic and tactical nuclear planning.

COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE (6 7) 1 EMBARGO : 15.00 heures
Paris« le 28 mars 19&7

Le Groupe des Plans nucléaires de l'OTAN, gui est composé des 
Ministres de la Défense de sept pays de l'Alliance, se réunira à Washington 
les 6 et 7 avril au niveau ministériel. Les Ministres gui participeront 

ces travaux sont MM. Paul Hellyer (Canada), Gerhard Schroeder (Allemagne), 
berto Tremelloni (Italie), Petrus de Jong (Pays-Bas), Ahmet Topaloglu 

(Turguie), Denis Healey (Royaume-Uni) et Robert S, McNamara (Etats-Unis).
Il sera présidé par le Secrétaire Général de l'OTAN, M, Manlio Brosio.

Le Groupe des Plans nucléaires est l'un des organismes perma
nents gui ont été créés en décembre dernier par le Conseil de l'Atlantigue 
Nord, réuni en session ministérielle à Paris, pour aider celui-ci de 
leurs avis en matière de politigue nucléaire. Les organismes que le 
Conseil a ainsi créés sont : un Comité des questions de défense nticléaire, 
ouvert à tous les pays membres de l'OTAN, chargé des problèmes de politique 
générale, et, subordonné à celui-ci, le Groupe des Plans nucléaires formé 
de sept pays, gui traite les affaires en détail. .

A la réunion d'avril, les Ministres examineront divers aspects 
des plans nucléaires stratégiques et tactiques.
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Though Paul Hellyer was Canada’s Defence Minister 
in 1967, he was present only for the meeting of 
6th April 1967. Mr. Ritchie served as Canada’s Deputy 
Principal Delegate to the Washington NPG Meeting.
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Biography

Robert McNamara was named Secretary of Defense in 1961, shortly 
after he had accepted the prestigious post of President of 
the Ford Motor Company. McNamara built on his reputation as a 
financial and managerial expert, and went on to become a top 
national security and foreign policy advisor to both Presidents 
Kennedy and Johnson. In his own words, McNamara described his 
goal as Secretary of Defense, “to bring efficiency to a $40 
billion enterprise beset by jealousies and political pressures 
while maintaining American military superiority.” 

Mr. McNamara spent his first few years in the Defense Department 
attempting to reverse the reliance on nuclear deterrence that 
had been established during the Eisenhower administration. He 
advocated the development of a broader choice of deterrent 
forces. In later years, as attention shifted to Vietnam, McNamara 
found himself in the center of a quagmire that he had helped to 
create. In 1968, he resigned as a result of dissatisfaction with 
the deteriorating situation in Vietnam and became President of 
the World Bank, a position he held until 1981. He later became an 
outspoken advocate for controlling the spread of nuclear weapons. 

1916	 Born, San Francisco, California

1937	 B.A., University of California, Berkeley

1939	 M.B.A., Harvard University

1940	 Assistant Professor of Business Administration, 
Harvard University

1943	 Army Air Forces, England

1946	 Manager, Ford Motor Company planning and financial 
offices

1949	 Comptroller, Ford Motor Company

1953	 Assistant General Manager, Ford Motor Company

1957	 Vice President in charge of car and truck divisions, 
Ford Motor Company

1960	 President, Ford Motor Company

1961-1968 	Secretary of Defense, Kennedy Administration

1968-1981	 President, World Bank

2009 	 July 6, Died

Source 

«Robert S. McNamara.» Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2nd ed. 17 Vols. Gale 
Research, 1998.

Reproduced in Biography Resource Center. Farmington Hills, MI: The Gale Group, 

2003. 
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r
N A T O

P R E SS SE RVICE

P la c e  du M arécha l de  L a ttre  de T a s s lg n y ,  P A R IS , XVI - T é lé p h o n e .:  K L E b er 50-20

PRESS RELEASE (6 7 ) 4  Washington. 7 th April. 1 9 6 7

NATO NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP

The NATO Nucle.ar Planning Group, composed of Ministers of 
Defense of seven NATO countries, adjourned today after a two-day 
conference in Washington, Attending the first meeting of the 
Nuclear Planning Group were Paul Hellyer, Canada; Gerhard Schroeder, 
Germany; Roberto Tremelloni, Italy; Willem den Toom, Netherlands;
Ahmet Topaloglu, Turkey; Denis Healeÿ, United Kingdom; and Robert
S, M cNamara, United States, NATO Secretary General Manlio Brosio 
was chairman.

The United States Secretary of Defense, Mr, Robert S, .
McNamara, led a discussion of the strategic nuclear forces of the 
Alliance and anti-balli3 tic missile defense. The Ministers reviewed 
the changes which have occurred in the strategic nuclear threat 
facing the Alliance since the meeting  of the Nuclear Planning Working 
Group in February 1 9 6 6 , and the means and plans available to counter 
that threat. They concluded that the size of existing.strategic 
nuclear forces and the plans for employing them are adequate to the 
need. They discussed the technical, strategic and financial aspects 
of ballistic missile defense including both the Soviet deployments 
and the U„S. R&D program, and agreed to keep this subject under review. 
The Ministers also received a report from Secretary McNamara on the 
current status of discussions initiated by the U.S. with the Soviet 
Government to explore ways of preventing a further spiraling of the 
arms race. The Ministers noted that the U.S. Government intends to 
keep its allies fully advised as these discussions progress.

The United Kingdom Secretary of State for Defense, Mr. Denis 
Healey, led a discussion of tactical nuclear forces. The Ministers 
agreed that the number of tactical nuclear weapons available to the 
Allied Commanders in Europe and the Atlantic are adequate but that 
the appropriate distribution of types of weapons should be kept under 
continuous review. They also agreed to initiate a number of specific 
studies to help in clarifying important questions related to the use 
of tactical nuclear weapons,

Mr, Ahmet Topaloglu, the Minister of Defense of Turkey, led 
a discussion of atomic demolition munitions and considerations related 
to  the possible use of these weapons in the defense of the treaty

•/.,,
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area. The Ministers agreed to conduct further studies on this 
subject.

Dr. Gerhard Schroeder, Minister of Defense of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, led a discussion on the role of host countries 
in Allied arrangements for the planning and use of nuclear weapons.

The Ministers noted that the Nuclear Planning Group itself as 
well as the Military Committee of the Alliance offer the opportunity 
for national governments to exert a direct influence on nuclear 
planning in the Alliance through their senior political and military 
authorities. They will conduct further detailed studies on specific 
aspects of this question cànd will continue their discussion at the 
next Ministerial meeting of the Nuclear Planning Group,

The Ministers set a work program for the future and agreed 
to meet again in Ankara in September 1 9 6 7 «

The Nuclear Planning Group is part of the permanent structure 
established by the North Atlantic Council at its Ministerial Meeting 
In Paris in December 1 9 6 6 , At that time, the Council established the 
Nuclear Defense Affairs Committee, open to all NATO countries, to 
advise the Council on nuclear policy. At the same time the seven- 
nation Nuclear Planning Group was created to handle the detailed work 
of the Nuclear Defense Affairs Committee.
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PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

AND

THE NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP

4

During their first meeting on 7 April, 1967, the Nuclear Planning Group was welcomed to the 
White House to meet with United States President Lyndon B. Johnson.

According to the White House Daily Diary, President Johnson met with the Nuclear Planning 
Group at 12:06pm, posed for a group photograph with them in the Flower Garden of the 
White House at 12:25pm, and then returned to the Oval Office at 12:30 in time for his Partial 
Briefing of the Press, where he made a short statement. 

Thanks to the U.S. National Archives and Records Administration and the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Presidential Library, the documents referenced above are presented over the following pages. 
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